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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE TEL AVIV 6008 

E.O.l 1652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR, IS, SY 

SUBJECT: ISRAELI PRESS ON POSSIBLE NEGOTIATIONS 
WITH SYRIA 

1. JERUSALEM POST AND AL-HAMISHMAR SEPT 19 CARRY 
FOLLOWING STORY BY WASHINGTON CORRESPONDENT BILTZER. 
INFORMATION IS ATTRIBUTED TO A SENIOR SOURCE WHO 

IS FAMILIAR WITH THE THINKING OF THE US, ISRAELI, 

AND SYRIAN GOVERNMENTS". DAVAR PRINTS ESSENTIALLY 
SAME STORY BY ITS WASHINGTON CORRESPONDENT , BARNEA. 

2. BEGIN QUOTE: EVEN IFNEGOTIATION S BETWEEN 

ISRAEL AND SYRIA FOR ANOTHER AGREEMENT ON THE GOLAN 
HEIGHTS GET OFF THE GROUND DURING THE NEXT FEW WEEKS 
AND MONTHS, IT REMAINS UNLIKELY THAT ANTOTHER ISRAELI 
WITHDRAWAL COULD BE SUCCESSFULLY WORKED OUT BEFORE 
THE NEXT U.S. PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION IN NOVEMBER 1976... 
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THE SOURCE SAID THAT NEGOTIATIONS FOR ANOTHER 
WITHDRAWAL ON THE GOLAN HEIGHTS WOULD TAKE AT 
LEAST AS LONG AS THE RECENTLY-CONCLUDED TALKS WITH 
EGYPT TOOK-MORE THAN ONE YEAR. 
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DESPITE PUBLIC STATEMENTS BY PRIME MINISTER 
RABIN AND OTHER ISRAELI OFFICIALS SUGGESTING THE 
OPPOSITE, ISRAEL DOES NOT OPPOSE INITIAL DIPLOMATIC 
FEELERS BY THE U.S. TO DETERMINE WHETHE IN FACT 
A SERIOUS NEGOTIATION WITH SYRIA IS FEASIBLE. IN 
FACT, ISRAEL IS SAID TO BELIEVE THAT NEGOTIATIONS 
WITH SYRIA SHOULD BE ATTEMPTED BEFORE TALKS WITH 
JORDAN COMMENCE. 

THE ISRAELI TINKING IS THAT SYRIAN PRESIDENT 
ASSAD MIGHT EVEN AGREE TO CONSIDERABLE POLITICAL CON- 
CESSIONS IN EXCHANGE FOR A LARGE-SCALE TERRITORIAL 
WITHDRAWAL BY ISRAEL.IN EXCHANGE FOR A SYRIAN 
END TO THE STATE OF WAR, THE SOURCE SAID, ISRAEL 
MIGHT AGREE TO A LARGE WITHDRAWAL FROM THE CURRENT 
LINES. THE SOURCE WOULD NOT SPECIFY HOW DEEP THE 
WITHDRAWAL MIGHT BE. 

OBSERVERS HERE IN WASHINGTON CAME AWAY FROM 
THE BRIEFING WITH THE SENIOR SOURCE WITH THE CON- 
CLUSION THAT ISRAEL MIGHT ACUTALLY AGREE TO WITH- 
DRAW FROM CERTAIN SETTLEMENTS IN THE GOLAN FOR A 
SYRIAN END TO BELLIGERENCY. 

THE AMERICAN HOPE IS THAT IF INITIAL TALKS CAN 
GET OFF THE GROUND AND SOME PROGRESS IS MADE DURING 
THE COMING MONTHS, SYRIA WILL BE ENCOURAGED TO 
RENEW THE UNDOF MANDATE WHICH EXPIRES IN NOVEMBER. 

IF, HOWEVER, THE TALKS PROVE FRUITLESS BY THEN-- 
AND EVERYONE HERE AGREES THAT THIS IS A POSSIBILITY- 
THEN THE U.S. AND THE SOVIT UNION WILL CALL FOR A 
RECONVENED GENEVA MIDDLE EAST PEACE CONFERENCE. 

IN ANY CASE, BY NOVEMBER IT SHOULD BECOME CLEAR 
TO THE AMERICANS WHAT IS POSSIBLE ALONG THE GOLAN 
FRONTIER. 

IF NEGOTIATIONS DO NOT BEGIN, THERE IS A DANGER 
THAT SYRIA MIGHT START A LIMITED WAR OF ATTRITION 
AGAINST ISRAEL, THE SOURCE SAID. 

ISRAEL DOES NOT INTEND TO INITITE THE NEGOTIAT- 
IONS WITH SYRIAN, BUT IS WAITING FOR SYRIA TO MAKE 
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THE FIRST MOVE, THE SOURCE ADDED, ISRAEL WILL CONSIDER 
ANY SYRIAN OFFER WITHOUT PRECONDITIONS, HE NOTED. 

END QUOTE. 

3. COMMENT: MANY ISRAELIS WILL BE SOMEWHAT REASSURED 
BY PRIMARY MESSAGEOF STORY-THAT ALTHOUGH TALKS WITH 
SYRIA MIGHT BEGIN RATHERQUICKLY, THEY WILL BE PROLONGED 
AND THERE IS LITTLE LIKELIHOOD OF WITHDRAWAL IN THE NEAR 
FUTURE. THIS MAY ALSO UNDERCUT SOME OF THE MORE VOCAL 
OPPONENTS OF A GOLAN MOVE, WHO COULD BE REDUCED TO 
ATTACKING THE PROSPECT OF " TALKS" RATHER THAN OF 
" WITHDRAWALS." 
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TOON 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
« END OF DOCUMENT » 
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